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atoms were supposed to be endowed implied a mighty supernatural will as their source. For not recognising this single ultimate will Epicurus and Lucretius had no relevant reason. They stopped short at the atoms in sheer wilfulncss ; they saw nothing beyond them because they had beforehand determined on no account to look beyond them.
In the second place, the hypothesis of a certain degree of spontaneity in the atoms recommended Itself to the Epicureans as a warrant for rejecting fatalism, and as an explanation of free will in living things. Epicurus pronounced the fatalism of the physicists and philosophers even more disquieting and discouraging than superstition; the goodwill of the gods might be gained by honouring them, but there are no means by which fate can be controlled. He and his followers accepted freewill in man as a fact fully guaranteed to them by consciousness and observation. But if there be freewill in man there must be freewill elsewhere to account for it; only nothing can come from nothing ; only necessity from necessity. If, then, there be no Being above nature, and all must be explained from nature, freewill must have its cause in nature, and nature cannot be wholly subject to necessity. "If all motion is ever linked together, and a new motion ever springs from another in a fixed order, and first beginnings do